Introduction
The family Potamotrygonidae Garman, 1913 is a very intriguing component of the Neotropical fish fauna, mainly because it represents the only supraspecific group of living elasmobranchs that evolved in a freshwater environment (Thorson et al., 1983; Lovejoy, 1996; Carvalho et al. 2003 Carvalho et al. , 2004 . Currently comprising four genera , the systematics of the group is still poorly known, especially regarding the distribution, evolutionary history and biogeography of its included species Silva & Carvalho, 2011) . Of the four recognized potamotrygonid genera (Paratrygon Duméril, 1865 , Potamotrygon Garman, 1877 , Plesiotrygon Rosa, Castello & Thorson, 1987 , and Heliotrygon Carvalho & Lovejoy, 2011 , the genus Potamotrygon is the most diverse, with approximately 25 valid species (Carvalho et al., 2003; Rosa et al., 2008; Silva & Carvalho, 2011) .
The present paper describes a new species of potamotrygonid from the upper Madeira River basin, Brazil, and compares it with congeners, especially those occurring in the greater Amazon basin. This new species was initially discovered during a systematic revision of Potamotrygon scobina Garman, 1913 and allied forms (Fontenelle, 2013) , based primarily on the extensive potamotrygonid material deposited in the Museu de Zoologia da Universidade de São Paulo (São Paulo). The new species, described here as Potamotrygon limai, sp. nov., is distinguished by its dorsal (especially lumbar) and tail-base color pattern, as well as dermal denticle morphology, number and arrangement of caudal spines, number of teeth, and caudal proportions, among other features. This new species further demonstrates the great variation in coloration present in the family, a fact that reinforces the need for comprehensive revisions as a sound base for describing new potamotrygonid species.
Comparative material examined (See also material listed in Silva, 2010; Silva & Carvalho, 2011; Fontenelle, 2013 Potamotrygon orbignyi: MZUSP 104438 (juvenile male, 171 mm DW), Xingu River, municipal district of São Félix do Xingú, state of Pará, Brazil (06º39'36"S, 52º00'W); MZUSP 103897 (adult male, 335 mm DW), Tapajós River, municipal district of Santarém, state of Pará, Brazil (02º16'48" S, 55º00' W); MZUSP 104972 (juvenile female, 165 mm DW), Negro River, municipal district of Barcelos, state of Amazonas, Brazil (00º58'48" S, 62º55'12" W).
